IX.]                     DEFEAT OF AS-URAS.                     161

which implied that the Devas were victorious, and the Asuras
defeated* This defeat of the Asuras established in the eyes
of the Vedic Aryans the supremacy and superiority of the
Devas over the Asuras, of the R?is to whom the mantras
were revealed over the Iranian reformers and dissenters, of
the Vedic faith over the non-Vedic, of mantras over simple
prayers couched in the dialects of the people, and of Indra
over Ahura Mazda. The Vedic hymns addressed to Indra
breathe a joyous triumphant spirit, and a sense of relief at
this victory, which made the Vedic Aryans supremely con-
scious of their powers, of a sense of right and justice on their
side, and of the immense superiority of their Faith and their
Devas. This consciousness added a zest to their ordinary
humdrum existence, and probably helped them to make
strides on the path of progress.

This account of the defeat of the Asuras in the Rgveda
is supplemented by the elaborate, though somewhat fanciful
accounts given in the Brahmana$% which are couched in such
language as to make them relate to supernatural event-
rather than to human affairs. It is Indra, Fire, the Aivlns,
the Sun, the Dawn, and the Maruts who are represented to
have been fighting with Vrtra and his hosts. It is the account
of the struggle of the Cosmic Powers over again, though
here and there we cannot fail to catch glimpses of human
and mundane affairs with which the struggle was mainly
connected.

Though the Br&hmaEas are not within .the scope of our
treatment, it will not, I think, be quite out of place to make
occasional references to them, if only to throw some addi-
tional light on points that are not quite clear in the Rgveda.
Ther.e are some direct references in the Rgveda to the
Panis having been vanquished by an Aryan king in a battle,
and having fled from Sapta-Sindhu in a body; but I have not
come across any reference to the Iranians or the worshippers
of Ahura Mazda having left the country on account of
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